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CHRISTMAS 
MOVIES
THEMED PROGRAMME 

AIM
There’s nothing better in the run up 
to Christmas than sitting on the sofa 
and enjoying some of your favourite 
Christmas movies. Celebrate some of 
the nation’s favourite festive movies 
with this themed programme.

ACTIVITIES
Christmas Movie Shadow Charades

Name the Christmas Movie 

The Ultimate Christmas Movie Order

Christmas Cinema Visit 

White Chocolate Christmas Popcorn 

The Nativity Trailer 



Take a classic game of charades and make it more challenging by 

acting out Christmas movies, using just your silhouette as the clues. 

  1  You’ll need a large white sheet. Ideally this should be hung up 
   to create a large screen. The sheet will need to be backlit by a 

   bright light. Turn the rest of the lights out in the room. 

  2  Place some chairs on the other side of the sheet for the rest 
      of the group to sit. 

  3  For this activity, the group will need to split into two or more 
   teams. 

  4  For each round, teams should nominate one person to play. They should go behind the screen. A leader 
   should then give them the titles of 3 Christmas movies. Their job is to act them out behind the screen, 

   using their silhouette to provide the clues to the rest of the team. No talking or sound effects are allowed. 

  5  A leader should time how long it takes for the team to guess all three correctly. 

  6  6  Someone from the other team should then do the same, acting out three further Christmas movies. The 
   person with the quickest time wins round 1. 

  7  Complete steps 4-6 again for round two. Do this a few more times until you have a winning team. You can 
   use the film titles from the quiz sheet for this activity. 

Take it Further: Expand this activity to include other Christmas related objects / phases / songs etc. This could 

include ‘stuffing a turkey’, ‘Rudolph the red nose reindeer’ and ‘kissing under mistletoe’.

CHRISTMAS MOVIE SHADOW 
CHARADES 

GET CREATIVE: SINGING, ACTING & DANCING

Sitting down and watching a Christmas movie is a 

part of Christmas that millions of families up and 

down the UK enjoy. 

From classics such as Home Alone and The Muppet 

Christmas Carol, to modern day hits like Arthur 

Christmas and The Grinch – there are hundreds of 

movies to enjoy each Christmas. movies to enjoy each Christmas. 

Everyone has their favourite Christmas movie. What 

is yours? 

• The first Christmas movie was thought to have 

 been made in 1898, in the UK. It was the first ever 

 on-screen appearance of ‘Kris Kringle’.

• In surveys, ‘Elf’ regularly comes out as Britain’s 

 favourite Christmas movie. 

• The average British family watches 6 Christmas 

  movies during December each year. 

• In 2021 there was a TV channel dedicated to 

 showing Christmas movies 24/7, from September 

 to January. 

CHRISTMAS MOVIES
INTRODUCTION DID YOU KNOW?
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What level of Christmas movie expert are you? Can you correctly identity all 16 of our festive films? 

  1     Download and print copies of the Name the Christmas Movie quiz sheet. Alternatively, you could 
   display this sheet on a projector, for the whole group to see.

  2  For this activity you could either work individually or in small teams. Go through all 16 of the images and 
   see if you can determine which film each image comes from. Write the name of the Christmas movie 

   underneath the image. 

  3  3  After everyone has had a chance to complete the activity, go through the answers. How many films did 
   each person answer correctly? Who scored the most points in your group?  What level of Christmas 

   movie expert are you? 

NAME THE CHRISTMAS MOVIE 
GET LEARNING: PROBLEM SOLVING

  1     Download and print ‘The Ultimate Christmas Movie Order’ sheets, containing the 6 film posters. 
   Cut these posters into individual cards. You’ll need at least two copies of these sheets. 

  2  Split into two or more teams. Each team should have a copy of the film posters. 

  3  The aim of this activity is to order the films into the correct order, based on the category that the leader 
   calls out. For each round there will be one point for every film that is in the correct position, meaning 

   there are a maximum total of 6 points per round. 

  4  4  The ordering categories are: Highest grossing film, oldest to newest, film length and Rotten Tomatoes 
   audience rating. The answers for these are on the downloadable sheet. 

  5  You could continue the activity by then challenging the groups to order the films into their favourite order. 
   Alternatively, can they guess the favourite order of a leader, based on these 6 films? 

  6  The team with the most points at the end of the activity wins. 

THE ULTIMATE CHRISTMAS MOVIE 
ORDER 

GET LEARNING: PROBLEM SOLVING

Organise a trip to the cinema to see a Christmas movie that is being shown on the big screen.

  1  Sit down as a group and have a look at what films are being shown on the date you’d like to do the trip. 

  2  Have a group discussion on which films you’d like to see. If needs be, hold a vote to decide which film is 
   the chosen one. 

  3  Make sure to plan the details – what time are you meeting, where, how are you getting there and how 
   much is it going to cost? 

  4  4  Once all has been agreed, make sure the information is communicated to all those who need to know. 

  5  Sit back, relax and enjoy the film! 

CHRISTMAS CINEMA VISIT
GET ADVENTUROUS: VISITS AND TRIPS
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2,000+ years later and what started as a baby being born in a manger has developed into a season filled with 

other stories, messages, visuals and traditions. Help transport the world back to the true meaning of Christmas, 

by creating the script for the trailer to ‘The Nativity’. 

  1  Movie trailers are designed to help outline a film’s plot line, tease some of the big moments and leave 
   viewers wanting more. 

  2  As a group try and come up with as many cliches that you can think of from a standard movie trailer 
      voiceover. This might include phases such as ‘in a world where’, ‘one man will change the world’, ‘a hero 

   will rise from...’, ‘...until now’ and so on. 

  3  Now have a think about what the key messages from the trailer for ‘The Nativity’ should be. What do you 
   want to tell the audience? What is the plot line? How is this story exciting and what would leave people 

   wanting to find out more? Why is the story of Jesus’ birth better than any other Christmas movie around? 

  4  Finally, now you have some cliches to work from and the plot line / key messages from ‘The Nativity’, 
   merge the two to create the voiceover script for the trailer.

  5  5  Once the script has been written, one person should put on their best ‘movie voiceover’ voice and record 
   the script with a dramatic delivery. 

Take it Further: As well as creating the voiceover, consider also creating a video to go with it too. This could be 

by adding some stock images to go alongside the voiceover. Could this video then be played in a Christmas 

Church service or carol concert?

THE NATIVITY TRAILER
GET INTO THE BIBLE: MY BIBLE ADVENTURE

Movie night is often complimented by a bowl of popcorn. Re-invent this 

classic movie night snack into a festive treat. 

  1  Melt the butter and marshmallows together. This could be done in 
   a pan or in the microwave.

  2  Pour the popcorn into the bowl and mix well.

  3  Spray your hands with cooking spray. This is to help you handle the 
      mixture, without it sticking too much.

  4  Create popcorn balls of roughly 3-4cm wide. You should hopefully 
   get 6 balls from the mixture. Place these onto some greaseproof 

   paper.

  5  Melt the white chocolate in a bowl (stove or microwave).

  6  Dip each popcorn ball into the melted chocolate until it is covered. Then dip it into a bowl of Christmas 
   sprinkles. 

  7  7  Place back on to the greaseproof paper until they are set. 

  8  These are now ready to enjoy alongside a Christmas movie! 

WHITE CHOCOLATE CHRISTMAS 
POPCORN 

GET CREATIVE: IN THE KITCHEN

What you’ll need:

• 250g Popcorn

• 55g Butter

• 40g Mini Marshmallows

• 100g White Chocolate 

• Christmas Sprinkles 

•• Cooking Spray 
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NAME THE CHRISTMAS MOVIE
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NAME THE CHRISTMAS MOVIE
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Highest Grossing
The Grinch ($511 M)
Home Alone ($476 M)
The Polar Express ($314 M)
Elf ($220 M)
Arthur Christmas ($147 M)
The Muppet Christmas Carol ($27 M)The Muppet Christmas Carol ($27 M)

Oldest to Newest 
1990 - Home Alone 
1992 - The Muppet Christmas Carol 
2003 - Elf
2004 - The Polar Express 
2011 - Arthur Christmas 
2018 - The Grinch 2018 - The Grinch 

Film Length (Longest to Shortest) 
103 minutes - Home Alone 
100 minutes - The Polar Express 
98 minutes - Elf 
97 minutes - Arthur Christmas
86 minutes - The Muppet Christmas Carol 
85 minutes - The Grinch 85 minutes - The Grinch 

Rotten Tomato Audience Rating 
86% - The Muppet Christmas Carol
80% - Home Alone
79% - Elf
76% - Arthur Christmas 
63% - The Polar Express
51% - The Grinch 51% - The Grinch 

THE ULTIMATE CHRISTMAS MOVIE ORDER 


