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THE GOOD 
SAMARITAN
THEMED PROGRAMME 

AIM
The story of the Good Samaritan should 
be a familiar one, however explore the 
story in a different way with this themed 
programme. How does the story relate 
to 2022 and what does being a good 
neighbour mean today?

ACTIVITIES
Not In My Backyard!

A Modern Good Samaritan

What Would You Do?

Good Samaritan Crossword Hunt

Bandages

Loving Your Neighbour



This activity helps to explore what pre-existing views we may already have about our ‘neighbours’ and who we 

would choose to be our neighbours in an ideal world. This activity would benefit from being completed first, 

before announcing the theme of the session is ‘The Good Samaritan’. 

  1     Download and print some copies of the My Town activity sheet. 

  2  Split into small groups and give each group a copy of the sheet. 

  3  Explain that they are going to become town planners for a brand-new town. Their job is to decide where 
      everything is going to go. They’ll need to decide the location of buildings such as schools, shops, houses, 

   homeless centres, rubbish tip, sports field, their own house and more.

  4  Give groups 10 minutes to do so and then let each group share with everyone else, where they have 
   decided to put things. Ask them to explain the reasons behind their decisions. 

  5  After each group has shared, ask some of the following questions. 

   • How do they groups feel about their towns? Do they see any potential problems? 

   • Where did they decide to place the executive and council houses? Did you put them together or 

        separate them? Did the executive houses get a better location? Why?

   • Were items like the homeless hostel, rubbish tip & job centre kept away from the executive homes? Did 

    they end up closer to the council houses? 

   • Where did you place your own home? Who did you choose as your neighbours? 

   • What do you think Jesus would think of your town? Would he say it showed a good example of ‘loving 

    your neighbour’ or would he suggest there was room for improvement? 

   • If Jesus was designing this town, what changes would he make to your plan and why? What can we 

        learn from Jesus when we engage with our communities in real life? 

NOT IN MY BACKYARD!
GET INVOLVED: SHAPING OUR WORLD

The parable of the Good Samaritan is one of the 

Bible’s best known stories. It’s essentially a story 

about loving others, regardless of who they are. 

Jesus used parables to help share important 

messages or moral lessons with his followers. Jesus 

told many parables including the lost sheep, the 

wise & foolish builders and the prodigal son.wise & foolish builders and the prodigal son.

The story of the Good Samaritan can be found in 

Luke 10:25-37.

• 70% of the British public have heard the story of 

 the Good Samaritan. 

• 44% of people helped a stranger in the last month, 

 but 26% couldn’t remember the last time they 

 helped a stranger.

• 61% of people would help someone from a rival 

  football team. 

• 89% of young people think the UK would benefit 

 from people being kinder to each other. 

THE GOOD SAMARITAN
INTRODUCTION DID YOU KNOW?
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Explore the parable of the Good Samaritan and then consider how the story could be retold to fit the culture and 
experiences of present day. 

  1  Sit down as a group and read through the parable of the Good Samaritan in    Luke 10:25-37.  

  2  Who were the priest, Levite and Samaritan? Why did Jesus choose these people? 

   • A Priest was a religious leader, whose role it would have been to encourage others to follow the laws 
    and do what is right. 
   • A Levite were also religious leaders who helped and assisted priests with their work. 
      • A Samaritan was somebody who came from a different area to the others in this story. The Jews and 
    the Samaritans didn’t really get on with each other.  

  3  Have a quick discussion about what the story of the Good Samaritan is trying to teach us? What should 
   we take away from the parable? What does Jesus want us to learn and do? 

  4  Split into small groups. Challenge each group to take the concept of the Good Samaritan and to re-invent 
   it to feature characters and situations from the present day. Examples might include refugees, political 
   parties, football rivals, well known celebrities / business people etc.

  5  5  Ask each group to come up with a short 2-minute drama sketch, telling their modern version of the 
   parable. A leader could have a collection of props / costumes for groups to use.

  6  After a while, come back together and ask each group to perform their sketch. Ask each group to explain 
   why they chose the characters and situations that they did. 

A MODERN GOOD SAMARITAN
GET INTO THE BIBLE: MY BIBLE ADVENTURE

Are you always willing to help your ‘neighbour’, or can it depend on who they are and what they look like? 

  1  Ask the group who has helped a total stranger before? Who did they help and how? 

  2  What about being helped by a stranger? Has anyone been in a situation where they have had to ask 
   someone they didn’t know for help? Again, ask for some examples from the group. 

  3  Ask for a show of hands for the two following questions. If a priest came up to you in the street and asked 
   to borrow your phone to make a quick call, as theirs was dead, would you? What about if a homeless 
      person asked you the same favour? (Encourage the group to be as honest as possible.) How many fewer 
   people would lend their phone to the homeless person? Ask the group why they made the decision that 
   they did? (Again, encourage people to be as honest as possible.)

  4  Share that a recent survey found that 40% of people would lend their phone to an elderly woman, but 
   only 15% would lend a phone to a teenage boy. Why do they think that is? Is that fair or right? 

  5  Using a projector or large TV, show the video ‘The Good Samaritan, What Would You Do?’  
   (https://tinyurl.com/an2wuawx). This video plays out the priest / homeless situation in real life. 

  6  6  Afterwards ask the group how the video compared to their vote earlier on? Were they surprised with how 
   people responded or was it to be expected? Does the video make them proud of humankind or a little 
   ashamed at how we can be so judgemental? 

  7  It can be so easy to judge people just by looking at them and therefore deciding how helpful we want to 
   be based on that initial judgement. The story of the Good Samaritan is clear. Everyone is our neighbour 
   and everyone is therefore worthy of our love – regardless of looks or background. 

WHAT WOULD YOU DO?
GET INVOLVED: HELPING OTHERS
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  1     Download and print a copy of the Good Samaritan Crossword clues and puzzle sheet. You’ll need 
   one copy of the clues and enough copies of the puzzle sheet for each pair taking part. Young people will 

   probably need a Bible to help them solve the clues too. 

  2  Cut the clues into their individual strips and hide these around your meeting space. The better hidden, 
   the more challenging the activity will be. 

  3  Split the group into pairs and give each pair a copy of the crossword puzzle sheet. Explain to the group 
      that they need to hunt around your meeting space to find the 10 clues that will help them to solve the 

   crossword.

  4  Young people should then start the activity, trying to find all 10 clues and solve the puzzle. The first pair to 
   do so are the winners. 

GOOD SAMARITAN CROSSWORD 
HUNT 

GET ACTIVE: PLAYING GAMES

  1  One way that the Good Samaritan cared for the injured man was by bandaging him up (Luke 10:34). 
   Bandages can be used to control bleeding and support injured limbs. If you came across an injured 

   person and you needed to be a ‘Good Samaritan’, would your first aid skills be up to the job? 

  2  Work in pairs or small groups to learn / develop bandaging skills. For this activity you will need to have a 
   collection of bandages for young people to use. Consider having a mix of bandages, including roller 

   bandages and triangular bandages, to help young people gain experience with different types. 

  3  3  Leaders should have some knowledge of applying bandages before running this activity. Lots of 
   information and tutorial videos can be found at 

   https://sja.org.uk/get-advice/first-aid-advice/how-to/how-to-put-on-a-bandage 

BANDAGES
GET LEARNING: MY SKILLS FOR LIFE

One of the core messages from The Good Samaritan is about loving your neighbour as if they were yourself. It’s 

about showing love to other people regardless of their background, situation, looks, wealth or status. 

As a group consider what you could do, as a random act of kindness, to put this parable into action. Discuss 

some options together and then decide on an action and how you are going to complete it. Ideas could include:

• Homeless: Collecting some items that can be donated to a local homeless charity.

• Refugees: Linking up with a charity that works with people fleeing dangerous situations. 

•• Food Bank: Collecting food that can then be donated to a foodbank.

• Elderly: Working with a local charity for older people, particularly the lonely. This could involve a visit, writing 

 letters, sending gifts etc. 

LOVING YOUR NEIGHBOUR
GET INVOLVED: HELPING OTHERS
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You have the role of town planner in a brand new 
town. One of your first jobs is to work out where 
everything should go. All the items below must be 
placed onto your map. Where will you put each 
building and amenity? 

• Library 
•• Primary School
• Executive Housing x 5
• Church 
• Designer Clothing Outlet
• Rubbish Tip
• Post Office
• Tesco Express 
•• Your House
• Chip Shop
• Job Centre 
• War Memorial Garden
• Police Station 
• Council Housing x 10
• Youth Club
•• Sports Field 
• Homeless Hostel
• Young Offenders Centre

MY TOWN
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Hunt around your meeting space for the 10 clues you’ll need to solve the crossword. Each clue 
relates to the parable of The Good Samaritan, which can be found in Luke 10:25-37. To help solve 

the clues you may need a Bible. 

GOOD SAMARITAN
CROSSWORD
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GOOD SAMARITAN
CROSSWORD CLUES
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ANSWERS

2 Across: Jerusalem       8 Across: Inn        3 Down: Yourself      6 Down: Olive
5 Across: Jericho         9 Across: Levite      4 Down: Luke        7 Down: Denarii 
6 Across: Other Side      1 Down: Priest
         


