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CHRISTMAS AROUND 
THE WORLD
THEMED PROGRAMME 

AIM
Christmas is celebrated by Christians 
around the world however the 
traditions, images and even the date 
of Christmas change from country 
to country. Discover some of these 
differences with our ‘Christmas Around 
the the World’ themed programme

ACTIVITIES
Christmas Traditions Around the 
World

Merry Christmas Around the World

Christmas Parol Lanterns

Australian Boxing Day Cricket

Kolaczki Cookies

Christmas: Different But the Same Christmas: Different But the Same 



Christmas traditions vary around the world, from roller-skating to Church to hunting for pickles in Christmas 
trees, but where do all these Christmas traditions come from?  

  1     Download and print some copies of the Christmas Traditions Around the World activity sheet. This 
   includes 8 Christmas traditions and 8 countries / flags. 

  2  Split into small groups and give each group a copy of the sheets, cut into their individual cards.  

  3  Look through the cards and read about each of the 8 Christmas traditions. Can the groups match the 
      tradition with the country? Lay the cards in pairs (i.e. tradition & country), until a group think they have 
   guessed all 8 correctly.

  4  A leader should then check to see how many the group has guessed correctly. Let the group know which 
   ones are right. Young people should then be challenged to keep trying until they can get all 8 correct. 
   Which group can match the traditions with the country the quickest?

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS AROUND 
THE WORLD 

GET LEARNING: UNDERSTANDING CULTURE & TRADITION

  1     Download the ‘Merry Christmas Around the World’ PowerPoint. You’ll need a projector or large TV 
   to display this. Speakers would also be recommended. 

  2  Each slide has the phase ‘Merry Christmas’ translated into different languages. Young people are ~
   challenged to try and work out which language is being used. We’ve provided a written translation and 
   audio file for each slide. Each question has three answers to choose from. 

  3  Place an ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ cone on the floor. For each round, young people have to go and stand by the cone 
      they think is correct. If they guess correctly they stay in the game. If they get it wrong they are eliminated. 
   Can anyone survive all 8 rounds? If not, who can make it the furthest? 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AROUND THE 
WORLD 

GET LEARNING: ME & MY WORLD

When you say the word ‘Christmas’, some people 

will automatically think Christmas trees, Father 

Christmas, 25th December, the Nativity and more. Yet 

the images, traditions and even the date of 

Christmas can change from one country to the next. 

Explore these differences with our themed 

programme and give some Christmas traditions programme and give some Christmas traditions 

from other cultures a try. You may even find a new 

tradition to try with your family this year. 

• 82% of countries in the world celebrate Christmas.  

• It’s thought that Father Christmas needs to deliver 

 832 presents a second to cover the whole world 

 on Christmas Eve. 

• The first piece of Chocolate is on average eaten at 

 8:39am in the UK on Christmas Day. 

•• Father Christmas is known by different names 

 around the world, including Kriss Kringle, Pere 

 Noel, Le Befana and Grandfather Frost. 

CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD
INTRODUCTION DID YOU KNOW?
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A Parol is a Filipino ornamental lantern that is displayed during the 

Christmas period. They are commonly made into 5 pointed stars, 

symbolising the Star of Bethlehem. 

  1  Tie one end of two Pllieay sticks together with a rubber band to 
   create a V shape. Repeat with two other sticks.

  2  Lay on top of each other and connect the ends of the sticks with 
      rubber bands to make a star shape.

  3  Weave a stick through the upper half of the star to complete the 
   top of the star, then tie with rubber bands.

  4  Use the glue gun to secure the intersections of the star frame.

  5  Repeat steps 1-4 to create another star frame.

  6  Glue the 5 dowels on to the 5 intersections of one star, then glue the other star on top. 

  7  Tie all the ends together with rubber bands.

  8  8  Use glue to place the coloured paper on to the stars, but leave the middle open at the back.

  9  Scrunch up small pieces of coloured tissue paper and glue them on to the points of the stars.

 10  Add a battery-operated light in the hollow middle to make your parol glow.

CHRISTMAS PAROL LANTERNS
GET CREATIVE: ARTY & CRAFTY

What you’ll need:

• 10 Pillieay Sticks

• 10 Rubber Bands

• 5 Small Dowels

• Glue & Scissors

• Glue Gun

•• Coloured Tissue Paper

Christmas around the world isn’t all about snowmen, log fires and hot chocolate. Some countries have 

Christmas in the middle of summer, with very different traditions to match the season. 

  1  Ask the group what they think Christmas in Australia is like? An Australian Christmas usually falls at the 
   start of their summer holidays and can therefore be quite hot and very sunny! A traditional Australian 

   Christmas might include a BBQ at the beach, sunbathing, back garden / beach games and more. It’s 

   certainly very different to Christmas in the UK. 

  2  2  One popular sport in Australia at Christmas, both for professionals and for families, is cricket. With it being 
   summer, many families can visit the beach or a local park and play a game of cricket – just like you might 

   during the summer in the UK. Boxing Day also sees one of Australia’s biggest sporting events take place 

   – The Boxing Day Cricket Test match, where the Australian national team play another international team 

   that is in the country touring. 

  3  Create your own Boxing Day test match in your meeting space, by playing a game of cricket. Split into 
   two teams. One team should be Australia and the other team should represent your home nation. Decide 

      on how you’d like to play the game (quick cricket, non-stop cricket, 6 overs per team etc) and then start 

   playing. Make sure to play with a soft ball suitable for indoors. 

AUSTRALIAN BOXING DAY CRICKET 
GET ACTIVE: PLAYING SPORTS
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Bake some traditional Christmas European cookies, popular in Poland, 

Czech Republic, Denmark and more. This receipe makes about 9 cookies. 

  1  Cream together the cream cheese and butter until it is smooth and 
   slightly fluffy. 

  2  Add the flour and mix. Do this in bits at a time until combined. 

  3  If you have time, leave the ball of dough to cool in the fridge / 
   freezer for 15-30 mins. 

  4  4  Roll the dough on a lightly floured surface until approx. 2mm thick. 
   Trim the edges of the dough into straight lines and then cut the dough into square of approx. 6cm. You 

   should have enough dough for 4 or 5 squares. 

  5  Place roughly 1 tsp of jam in the middle of each square and then fold one corner to its opposite corner. 
   Seal them together by pressing the overlapped areas, with one finger inside the fold and one outside. 

   You could use a little water to help them seal if needed. Leave the other corners alone.   

  6  Place the cookies on a lined baking tray and cook for approx. 15-18 mins at 175c. 

  7  7  Once golden brown, leave them to cool. Finally dust some icing sugar on top, to finish them.

KOLACZKI COOKIES
GET CREATIVE: IN THE KITCHEN

What you’ll need:

• 45g Cream Cheese

• 60g Unsalted Butter

• 90g Plain Flour

• Jam

• Icing Sugar (to dust)

  1  We’ve spent a lot of time looking at how Christmas differs around the world, but what about how 
   Christmas differs between the young people in your group? You possibly all live within a 5 mile radius of 

   each other, but it’s likely you all have very different ways of celebrating Christmas. Spend some time 

   talking though the different ways your young people celebrate (when you open presents, what’s included 

   in a Christmas meal, what time you eat, what activities do you do during the day/evening etc). 

  2  This themed programme has been all about exploring how humans celebrate Christmas in different 
      ways across the world, and we’ve certainly found a huge load of differences! Yet despite the different 

   cultures, languages, traditions, ways of doing things and more, one thing remains the same throughout. 

   Celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. 

  3  Christians around the world take time to remember and celebrate something that happened 2,000 years 
   ago, but remains incredibly important and relevant today. Ultimately it doesn’t matter if we celebrate with 

   Parol lanterns or Christmas trees, with games of monopoly or games of cricket, if we watch The Queen’s 

   Speech at 3pm or a Christmas movie. The important thing is we understand why large parts of the world 

      celebrate and take time to thank God for sending Jesus to walk among us and show us how to live. 

  4  Encourage your young people to remember the ‘reason behind the season’, whilst they take part in their 
   Christmas traditions and celebrations. At the centre of all these unique ways of celebrating is one very 

   unique person, who came to Earth and changed everything. 

   “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 

from their sins.” Matthew 1:21

CHRISTMAS: DIFFERENT BUT THE SAME 
GET INTO THE BIBLE: CELEBRATING
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