
AIM
Dive into some brilliant books as your group 
become their favourite characters, taking on 
activities centred around these fictional worlds. 
Link with ‘World Book Day’ which falls on the 
first Thursday of March each year.  

ACTIVITIES
Get Dressed Up

Mr. Men / Little Miss Action Game

Book Quiz

Where’s Wally

The World’s Greatest Book 

Monster Bookmarks

WORLD BOOK 
DAY
THEMED PROGRAMME



GET ACTIVE

READY
TO GO

15 MINUTES

GET CREATIVE

PREPARATION
NEEDED

10 MINUTES

GET CREATIVE: 
GET DRESSED UP
A fun part of World Book Day is getting dressed up as your favourite book character. There are so many 
characters to choose from including, the Gruffalo, Oompa Loompas, Harry Potter, Sherlock Holmes, Mr Men, The 
Hungry Caterpillar and many more!

Encourage your group to come along dressed up. Hold a competition for the best dressed and ask each child 
why they have chosen their character. Leaders should get dressed up too! 

GET ACTIVE: 
MR. MEN / LITTLE MISS ACTION GAME 
An action game, where children will need to act out the appropriate Mr. Men/Little Miss Character. Select a 
number of the characters/actions from the list below. The last person to complete the action each time is out 
and the winner is the last person standing. 
Start the game by getting children to run around the room. Call the character names out for the group to act out. 
Children should carry on running around the room as the characters change.

INTRODUCTION
World Book Day is a celebration of books and reading. 
The celebration encourages children to explore the 
pleasures of reading in a fun and engaging way. 

Held on the first Thursday of March since 1995, the day 
has grown and grown and is now celebrated in over 100 
countries. 

World Book Day is celebrated by schools, libraries and 
youth groups across the UK.

WORLD BOOK DAY
DID YOU KNOW?

• There are over 135 million books in the world. 

• Well known children’s author Beatrix Potter wrote ‘The 
Tale of Peter Rabbit’ back in 1902, and this is one of 
the best-selling books of all time, having sold over 45 
million copies.

• Famous children’s author, Roald Dahl, was a fighter 
pilot during World War 2.

• In the first draft of ‘Peter Pan’, Tinker Bell was actually 
called ‘Tippy-Toe’.

?

• Mr. Slow - move slowly.
• Little Miss Quick - move quickly.
• Mr. Muddle - walk backwards.
• Mr. Bounce - bounce (jump)!
• Little Miss Giggles - laugh!
• Mr. Strong - flex your muscles.
• Mr. Tall - stretch up tall and move 

• Little Miss Greedy - rub belly
• Mr Lazy - lay down and fall asleep
• Little Miss Sparkles - use hands to make stars
• Mr Sneeze - do a loud sneeze
• Mr Dizzy - turn around 3 times
• Little Miss Late - run around looking at watch 



What colour is Clifford the Big (blank) Dog?

a) Orange 
b) Red
c) Purple

Who meets the Gruffalo when he walks through 
the woods? 

a) Rat
b) Rabbit
c) Mouse 

Complete this title. The Tiger who came to...

a) The Party
b) Tea
c) Me

In the nursery rhyme, ‘Humpty Dumpty’, who 
tried to put Humpty back together? 

a) Bob the Builder 
b) Queen’s Maids
c) King’s Horses & Men

Who wrote the book called ‘The Cat in the Hat’? 

a) Dr Smith
b) Dr Seuss 
c) Dr Who

What is ‘Horrid Henry’s’ perfect brother called?

a) Perfect Peter
b) Goodie Graham 
c) Lovely Louis

GET ACTIVE: 
WHERE’S WALLY?
Where’s Wally? books have been on bookshelves since 1987. As such, these 
books have become firm favourites for children for over 30 years! Wally & 
his friends, such as Wilma, Odlaw, Woof and Wizard Whitebeard are all 
instantly recognisable by children across the world. 

Challenge your group to find Wally and his friends around your 
meeting space.

You will need to print out photos of Wally and his friends, which you will 
be able to find easily by searching online and hide them around your building. 
Split your group in teams and get them to work together to try and find all the 
Where’s Wally? characters. The team that can find all the characters first is the 

winner.
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GET LEARNING: 
BOOK QUIZ

GET ACTIVE

15 MINUTES

PREPARATION
NEEDED

GET LEARNING

IN THE
CUPBOARD

10 MINUTES

Test your knowledge on some of the UK’s favourite children’s books, with a quiz.

Place three pieces of paper, with either A, B or C on them, around your room. Read out the quiz questions and 
ask your group to stand on what they think is the correct answer. Award a point to each player who is standing 
on the correct answer. See who has the most points at the end.
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To extend this activity, challenge your group to come up with their own quiz questions to include in the game, 
based around their favourite books and book characters. 
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GET CREATIVE: 
MONSTER BOOKMARKS

Start by asking your group what makes a good book? Answers may include interesting characters, a good story, 
something that has a moral at the end or makes you think. 

There are lots of books – book shops and libraries are full of them. Does anyone know what the bestselling 
book of all time is? It’s the Bible with an estimated 5 billion copies sold.

The Bible is a brilliant book and it’s full of stories. Although we call it a book, the Bible is like a library and is 
made up of 66 different books.  

Challenge - How many stories can your group remember from the Bible? As a group list them and see how 
many they can come up with. Spend some time talking about the stories they mention and the meaning behind 
some of them. 

Some of these stories are historical things that happened. Some of them are miracles which Jesus performed 
and some of these are parables which Jesus told. 

Just like the books you have dressed up as, the Bible is full of brilliant stories. But it’s also full of important 
messages, values and lessons. It’s there for us to read and learn from.

You could expand this activity by reading a story from the Bible.

GET INTO THE BIBLE: 
THE WORLD’S GREATEST BOOK 

GET CREATIVE

IN THE
CUPBOARD

10 MINUTES

GET INTO 
THE BIBLE

READY
TO GO

15 MINUTES

What you’ll need:

• Lolly Sticks

• Colouring Pens

• Glue

• Googly Eyes

• Feathers, Pompoms, Wool, pipe cleaners, etc 
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Colour in a lolly pop stick, using felt tip pens.

Wrap a pipe cleaner around the lolly pop stick or stick 
feather pompoms, wool or any other craft materials on to 
the lolly pop stick. 

Glue a googly eye (or two) onto the stick.

Draw on a mouth underneath the eyes.

Add any spots or marks to the monster’s body using felt tip 
pens.


