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UK PARLIAMENT
THEMED PROGRAMME 

AIM
Political decisions are made everyday 
that impact our lives, many of which 
are made by MPs and Lords in the UK 
Houses of Parliament. Investigate more 
about Parliament, hold some debates 
and consider how you could bring 
more democracy to your BB group. Link 
with UK with UK Parliament Week.

ACTIVITIES
Virtual Parliament Tour

A Party Political Broadcast

Parliament By Numbers

Debate Circle

Vote For Jesus

Who Decides?

Question TImeQuestion TIme



Set up a projector or large TV and use the UK Parliament’s 360° virtual tour to get a close-up view inside the 

House of Commons and Lords, in stunning HD. 

360° Virtual Tour - https://learning.parliament.uk/en/resources/360-tour/ 

Click on the audio button to get commentary as you wonder around the chambers, finding out different facts and 

information as you go. You’ll also find a ‘key features’ button which will help you to explore areas such as the press 

gallery, TV cameras, public gallery and more.

VisiVisit in Person: Tours of the Houses of Parliament are available in person. Contact your local MP to arrange a visit 

or head to the UK Parliament website. 

VIRTUAL PARLIAMENT TOUR
GET ADVENTUROUS: VISITS & TRIPS

During elections political parties compete against each other for your vote. To do this, they campaign on various 

issues, explaining what they would do it they were in power. One way political parties will put across their 

message to the electorate is by using campaign videos that get used on TV and over social media. Put together 

your own campaign video to try and win over the voters. 

Who are you? Which political party is the video for? Use an existing one or create a new party.

What is the issue: Keep your video focussed and campaign on one issue. What is that issue and what do you want 

to say about it? How will you fix things and why should people vote for you?

The video:The video: Think about how you will shoot the video. What do you want to show and who will have what role? Use 

some free editing software (apps on phones) to give it that professional feel.

After creating the video, have a campaign launch. This could be as part of your meeting night or the video(s) could 

be premiered on social media.  

A PARTY POLITICAL BROADCAST
GET CREATIVE: DIGITAL MEDIA

The UK Parliament works on behalf of UK citizens 

to create laws, challenge the Government, have 

debates and make decisions. Almost everything we 

do and experience in life is shaped by politics and 

therefore by the people we send to Parliament.

WWatch the YouTube Video ‘An Introduction to 

Parliament’ on the UK Parliament’s YouTube 

Channel for an introduction to what Parliament is - 

https://youtu.be/RAMbIz3Y2JA  

UK Parliament Week - www.ukparliamentweek.org 

• UK Parliament Week is held in early November 

 each year to celebrate people power.

• There are 650 MPs and over 780 Lords who sit in 

 Parliament to help make and shape our laws. Each 

 MP is answerable to you. 

• General elections must take place within 5 years of 

  the previous election. 

• MPs vote by physically walking through corridors, 

 there’s no electronic voting. 

UK PARLIAMENT
INTRODUCTION DID YOU KNOW?
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Get to know a little bit more about our UK Parliament by exploring some of the facts and figures associated with it. 

  1     Download and print the ‘Parliament by Numbers’ activity sheet. Cut out the numbers on the 
   second sheet into individual tiles. If splitting into small groups, you’ll need a set for each group. 

  2  A leader should have the activity sheet, reading out the questions. For each question you’ll need to look 
   through your number tiles and decided which is the correct answer. There are 10 questions in total, but 15 

   answer tiles to choose from. Therefore some of these numbers are red-herrings, so be careful not to pick 

      these. 

  3  Go through all 10 questions, picking a number tile for each one. Lay the chosen answer tiles in a column 
   on a table, with the answer to question 1 at the top and 10 at the bottom. Numbers can be swapped around 

   throughout the activity if groups wish to change their minds.

  4  Only after reading out all 10 questions, and groups are happy with their answers, should the leader then 
   reveal the answers. Which group has managed to get the most correct? 

PARLIAMENT BY NUMBERS
GET LEARNING: ME & MY WORLD

An opportunity to try out some debating skills, forcing you to argue both sides of the argument and explore a 

range of topics.

   Download the ‘Debate Circle’ activity sheet.

  1  Set up two circles of chairs. The inner circle should be facing outwards and the outer circle should be facing 
   inwards. Each chair on the inner & outer circle should be paired with each other. There should be enough 

   chairs for everyone taking part. In between the paired chairs, place one of the debate sheets from the 

   activity sheet.  

  2  2  Everyone should sit on a chair. Depending on where you are sat, you’ll either be arguing for or against the 
   debating topic, based on what you can read on the sheet. Give everyone a few minutes to have their 

   debates. These should all take place at the same time. 

  3  After a few minutes, everyone should move around the circle, so you are faced with a new debating topic. 
   Continue to do this every few minutes, making sure everyone gets an opportunity to argue different topics. 

   If you have time, try to make sure everyone gets a chance to sit in every seat.

  4  Afterwards have a conversation about how 
      you found debating. What was it like to have 

   to argue a different point of view to what you 

   believe? Were some topics difficult to debate? 

DEBATE CIRCLE
GET INVOLVED: SHAPING OUR WORLD
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A vote is defined as a choice between two or more candidates or courses of action. In life we face many ‘votes’ or 

choices. This might be as simple as what to have for dinner, where to go at the weekend or which game to play on 

your Xbox or PlayStation. 

Have some quickfire votes on a range of topics and see where everyone stands. Examples might be Football or 

Rugby? McDonalds or KFC? BMW or Aldi? Ronaldo or Messi? Try to come up with some of your own. 

WWe face hundreds of ‘votes’ most days as we constantly make decisions. But what about the most important 

vote of all? Have we given it any thought yet or are we kicking the decision down the road? A vote that doesn’t 

just impact our whole life, but our eternal life too.

ThThe candidates in this ‘vote’ are Jesus and the temptations of the world. Do you know enough about each 

candidate yet? What ‘policies’ do you need to find out more about?  Have you decided who you can trust? 

Are you prepared to campaign for your candidate? Are you going to show up to vote? It’s a massive decision 

involving a lot of thought, but ultimately it’s your choice and your vote to make. Who are you going to vote for?  

VOTE FOR JESUS
GET INTO THE BIBLE: DEVELOPING MY FAITH

   Download and print the ‘Who Decides’ activity sheet.

Who makes the decisions in your BB / age group? Do you feel like you have enough of a say? Could you have 

more involvement with the decisions made in your group? Explore these questions and more with this activity 

on your involvement in the decision making at BB. 

DecisioDecision Table: Who decides what activities you do at BB? Who decides winners of trophies? Who decides 

what equipment gets purchased for your group? Go through the decision table and consider these questions 

and others. 

Discussion Questions: Is your Company democratic? Should it be more democratic? What would you like more 

of a say on? How could you go about bringing this change? 

WHO DECIDES?
GET INVOLVED: SHAPING OUR WORLD

A Member of Parliament is your representative and as such is answerable to you and the other constituents in 

your area. An MP represents all people, regardless of who voted for who. 

Invite your MP (or a similar decision maker) to a session to ask them questions about the big issues both local 

to you and further afield (national and international).  Beforehand you will need to sit down as a group and 

think about what questions you’d like to ask. These could be just from you or you could ask for questions to be 

submitted from other age groups in your Company or from parents, leaders etc. 

A member of your group should host the question timA member of your group should host the question time. Make sure to follow up questions if you don’t feel one of 

your questions was answered fully or if you’d like more information. 

QUESTION TIME
GET INVOLVED: SHAPING OUR WORLD
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How many Members of Parliament (MPs) are elected to the House of Commons? 
650. Each MP represents what’s called a constituency and are elected to Parliament during general 
elections.   

How many MPs can actually sit down (i.e there is a physical seat) in the House of Commons?
437. There aren’t enough seats for every MP to sit down. This quite often means MPs are left standing 
during some of the bigger debates and announcements. 

How many How many Lords sit in the House of Lords? 
786. This number can change, due to more Lords being appointed and others resigning. This is one 
of the largest legislative chambers in the world. 

How old do you have to be to be an MP? 
18. As long as you have had your 18th birthday then you can be an MP. This did used to be 21, but was 
lowered in 2006 to be 18. 

What age was the youngest ever MP (since 1832)? 
220. The youngest MP, whose age can be verified (since 1832), was Mhairi Black, elected in 2015 aged 
20 years 237 days. She was an MP for the Scottish National Party. 

How many times did the Houses of Parliament get hit by bombs during WW2? 
14. During the 1940-41 blitz, Parliament was hit 14 times. The worst came on the final night of the air 
raids in May 1941, where Parliament has hit several times causing a huge fire, destroying the common’s 
chamber. 

How many rooms are inside the Houses of Parliament? 
1001000. A lot happens inside Parliament and it’s the workplace of many people. As well as the two 
chambers you’ll also find libraries, committee rooms, offices, bars, dining rooms, a chapel and even 
a gym. 

What age was the youngest ever Prime Minister? 
24. William Pitt ‘the Younger’ was just 24 when he became Prime Minister in 1783. All Prime Ministers 
in the 200+ years since Pitt have been at least 40. 

IIn the 2019 General Election, how many votes were between 1st and 2nd place in the closest 
constituency vote? 
57. The seat of Fermanagh and South Tyrone in Northern Ireland was won by just 57 votes, a winning 
margin of 0.1%. This goes to show that every vote is important! 

How many miles of corridors can be found inside the Houses of Parliament?
3 miles. That’s a lot of corridors to get lost in. Working in the Houses of Parliament would certainly get 
your step count up!  

PARLIAMENT BY NUMBERS
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Under 16s shouldn’t use Social Media
Think about:

• Causes a lot of bullying 

• It can give people body issue problems 

• Time spent on social media could be used for better things

Under 16s shouldn’t use Social Media
Think about:

• Bullying existed before social media — is social media the cause?

• Helps connect people & make friends 

• Can be used to share news / factual / educational articles 
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BB Camp should be indoors with real beds & electric

Think about:

• Much more comfortable

• No bugs, grass, mud, cold etc

• There are electric plugs indoor 

BB Camp should be indoors with real beds & electric

Think about:

• Isn’t the whole point of camp... camping?

• We spend all our lives indoors — time outside is good for us

• Camping outside is an experience & a life skill
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Mobile phones should be banned at school
Think about:

• Help people to study without distraction?

• They could get lost / stolen / damaged at school

• Can often be used as a tool for bullying (photos, videos etc)

Mobile phones should be banned at school
Think about:

• They can be used to help with education

• Are useful to contact home if you’ve forgotten something

• What if something happens on the walk home? You could call for help 
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Smokers should have to pay for NHS treatment caused by smoking 

Think about:

• It is their choice to smoke — they know the dangers

• Smoking related causes cost millions, non smoking tax payers are 
 paying for this

• This money could be used to save other lives

Smokers should have to pay for NHS treatment caused by smoking 

Think about:

• The NHS is for all people — whatever their issue

• Should car drivers have to pay for treatment for car crashes or bike 
 riders pay for broken arms due to bike accidents? 

• Cigarettes are heavily taxed which generates money to pay for things 
 like the NHS. Isn’t this enough?
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The driving age limit should be raised to 18
Think about:

• Younger drivers with less experience are more likely to be in road 
 accidents. 

• The law doesn’t allow young people to be trusted with a pint of 
 beer at 17, so why a lethal car that can hit 70+ MPH?

• It would save lives. Anything that saves lives is worth it right?  

The driving age limit should be raised to 18
Think about:

• Not being able to drive would reduce your opportunity to work.

• Are older drivers with deteriorating health more of a danger than 
 the young? 

• More experienced drivers may be safer, but by raising the driving age
 to 18, aren’t we just delaying this problem rather than solving it?   
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Below is a table of decisions that may be made in your BB / age group. Think carefully about who 
makes eac decision and indicate this by placing a tick in the appropriate column. You may need to 
tick more than one column. There are some boxes at the bottom of the table for you to add your 
own activities or decisions you’d like to talk about. 

Do you think that your Boys’ Brigade Company is democratic? Democracy is defined as:

• a system of government by the whole population or all the eligible members of a state, typically 
 through elected representatives.

•• control of an organization or group by the majority of its members.

Discussion Questions 

• Could your Company be more democratic?

• Who would this benefit?

• Think again about the decisions in the table. Which would you like to be more involved in if you’re 
 not already?  Put a different coloured tick in the young people column for these.

• How could you go about this and what barriers may you have to overcome?

The activities you do at Boys’ Brigade?

Where you go on day trips and visits? 

Trophies awarded at an awards night (e.g. 
Best Young Person)

Equipment purchased for activities? 
(sports kit, game consoles etc) 

What items to stock in the tuck shoWhat items to stock in the tuck shop? 

Annual fees charged to be a member?

What to do about disruptive behaviour?

Where you go to Camp / residentials and 
what you do there? 

Activity / Decision Captain
Leader in
Charge Staff team Young people

WHO DECIDES?


