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We gratefully acknowledge the funding received from The 
Education Authority for NI.  A new funding scheme was 
launched in 2020 for Regional (Northern Ireland District) 
and Local Voluntary Youth Organisations (Companies and 
Battalions).  The scheme is designed to support the EA 
Strategic plan 2017 - 2027:  ‘To inspire, support and  
challenge all our children and young people to be the 
best that they can be’.  As a result of the new scheme the 
District, Battalions and Companies had to re-register their 
group with EA.  Various social media campaigns were 
posted during 2020 to help and encourage Battalions and 
Companies to register for the new funding scheme.  The 
District submitted a successful application for funding 
under this scheme in October 2020 and was delighted to 
receive enhanced funding from previous years and  
excellent feedback on the work plan that accompanied the  
application.  Further funding was received for PPE and 
Youth Work Re-Start.   

John 10:10

The Object of The Boys’ Brigade is: ‘The advancement of Christ’s 
kingdom among Boys  and the promotion of habits of Obedience, 

Reverence, Discipline, Self-respect and all that tends towards a 
true Christian manliness.’



On a little plaque in our house, you 
will find the words “The best thing to 
come out of 2020” carved beneath 
a photograph of our first grandchild, 
Clover.  Born last August, she has 
been a light in the darkness, a cause 
of joy, counteracting the despair of 
the pandemic.

It would be easy to focus on 
the negative aspects of the last 
twelve months – the suspension 
of our weekly activities, the loss of 
enrolment services and displays, 
endless virtual meetings.  But there 
has been a positive too – the time 
and space to review and restructure 
our staffing and governance.

While I appreciate that there are 
those who struggle with change, 
we had reached the point where a 
restructure was necessary to support 
our Companies, to build strong 
relationships across and beyond 
the District and to position us for 
recovery.  

To put it simply, we needed a vision 
for tomorrow.

It reminds me of the twelve spies, 
sent by Moses to check out the 
Promised Land.  Ten of them 
returned with a negative report.  
Only two, Joshua and Caleb, could 
see the possibilities.  Sadly, the 
negativity of the ten changed the 
course of Israel’s history and not for 
the better.

For the first time in my six years as 
District President, I believe we can 
see the Promised Land for The Boys’ 
Brigade in Northern Ireland.  Let’s 
not waste needless years roaming 
in the desert but embrace the 
opportunity to step into it and reach 
children and young people for Jesus 
Christ. 

David Blevins
NI District President

‘The best 
thing to 
come out 
of 2020…’



Celebrations often mean balloons, cake, 
words of ‘well done’, cards, meals and 
parties with friends. In the last 18 months, 
we’ve had to find new ways to celebrate. 
We’ve had cake with only those from our 
household, we’ve celebrated with friends 
via a computer or phone screen, we’ve 
driven past houses, tooting the horn and 
shouting good wishes out the window. 
There have been cold evenings sitting in 
a garden wrapped in a blanket and award 
presentations via Zoom. But the most 
important thing - we still were able to 
celebrate.

Through this short annual report, we want 
to celebrate the fantastic efforts of leaders 
and young people throughout this past 
year. Countless activity packs were made 
up by leaders and delivered to the homes 
of our young people; we got to grips with 
technology and Zoom; Youtube and  
Facebook enabled BB nights to  
continue; children participated in BB At 
Home programmes and online  
competitions and there was some face to 
face activity when it was allowed. 

As we celebrate, we look forward with 
anticipation for what the next season will 
bring. We say a huge ‘well done’ to all  
leaders and young people for hanging in 
there, for embracing the change and for 
being part of The Boys’ Brigade in  
Northern Ireland.  And, in the midst of our  
celebrations, we thank God for his  
faithfulness throughout this past year and 
for the blessing that it is to serve Him in 
reaching young people with the gospel.

Lisa Keys
Director for NI

Time to 
Celebrate!  



Thank 
You...  

...to the office bearers and volunteers 
who have served on NI District  
Executive and the Standing  
Committees.

• Anchor Boys
• Junior Section
• Company Section
• Christian Education & Church 

Relations 
• Training
• Administration

Thanks to the staff and  
volunteers that have  
continued to represent  
Northern Ireland at Brigade Executive, 
the Regional Committee, and Brigade 
Executive subgroups.  Thanks also to 
the many leaders who have continued 
to serve in a variety of ways  
throughout the year.  

This is how you do it boys!  



MADE 
FOR 
MORE

We booked Ryan from Made for More 
for an online session with Anchors, 
Juniors and Company Section on Tuesday 
9th February 2021. We had 61 boys and 
14 staff join in online throughout the 
night. Each of the three sessions lasted 
40 minutes and was hosted on Zoom.

Each session was tailored to the individ-
ual sections and was extremely relevant 
to each age group. The event was very 
age appropriate with a mixture of games, 
chat, challenges, a Bible story and prayer 
at the end. Ryan was full of enthusiasm 
and energy. He engaged very well with 
all our boys. Each boy was spoken to by 
name and if they wanted to they were 
able to answer a question or give their 
opinion.  Some boys who did not want 
to speak; Ryan allowed them to continue 
to watch, rather than force them into 
participating.

As part of our efforts to encourage our 
boys to come online, we had a free give-
away. This was also in support of Made 
for More as we noticed a ‘merch’ store 
on their website. With our company 
funds, we purchased 3 beanie hats and 
at the end of each session Ryan selected 
a boy at random, to receive one of the 
hats.

This was a fantastic night with a new  
approach and a fresh voice. It also 
allowed us to have a follow up session 
based on some of the topics Made for 
More covered. We highly recommend 
it to be accessed by other companies in 
the region. It was hassle free and we  
received some great feedback from 
many parents about how much their 
boys enjoyed it.

David Cleland, Captain, 1st Lisburn BB

Made for More NI is a  
Christian organisation that 
aims to equip children and 

young people with the knowl-
edge and understanding that 

there is value in their  
identity and the choices that 
they make.  The NI District of 
BB were able to partner with 
Made for More and run this 

free project thanks to funding 
from the Education  

Authority’s Youth Work  
Re-Start grant. 

Workshops were delivered to 164 Leaders.   
Printed resources were delivered to 13,000 children  
and young people in BB in Northern Ireland.  



706 Children and Young People in 
BB in NI engaged with this project  
during the Covid-19 Pandemic, both 
online and socially distanced when 
restrictions permitted.  

Where’s your Head At was funded by the Education  
Authority as part of a successful  Youth Re-Start  
grant application in 2020 made by the NI District.  



 
 

COMPANY & SENIORS 
Virtual Musician of the Year
1st:  Christopher Anderson,
3rd Newtownards
FIFA Competition (PlayStation)
Ryan Glendinning, 1st Cookstown
FIFA Competition (XBox)
Jamie McFadden, 1st Route

JUNIORS
Virtual Musician of the Year
1st:  Matthew Wilson, 
6th Newtownards 
Creative Competition
1st:  William McKinney,
9th Route

ANCHORS
Online Praise Competition
1st:  Theo Blacklock, 1st Lisburn
Colouring Competition  
P1 Thomas Martin, 1st Legacurry
P2  Josh Kee, 1st Faughanvale
P3  Joshua Henderson, 3rd Kilkeel
P4  Edward Cunningham,  
2nd Annalong

‘It was a great idea for a competition and so 
lovely for the boys to get a chance to work on 
something other than home schooling.   
Many thanks to you for organising.’  

‘Praise competition runner up 2021!!  
I don’t think he was even this  

excited on Christmas morning!  
Thank you so much’

Competitions



 
 

Restrictions relating to Covid-19 continued to 
affect all aspects of the usual programme of 
activities and competitions in the 20/21  
session.  Companies were encouraged to use 
the Brigade BB At Home resources, virtual 
programme ideas and socially distanced face 
to face activities (when permitted) to enable 
them to keep in touch with their members 
and meet in a format suitable to them. In 
addition, the Chairs of the Section  
Committees and the Training and Programme 
Officer, David Penney,  worked creatively to 
provide virtual competitions and challenging, 
fun activities throughout the year.  

Six in Six Challenges were provided on a 
monthly for all sections from October to 
March; each covering a different area of the  
programme.  It was good to see through 
social media how these activities were 
embraced.  Certificates were designed to be 
awarded to those who took part in the  
Challenges.  Virtual musical competitions 
were held for each section using the format 
of the annual Junior Section Musician of the 
Year competition.  The number of entries,  
particularly in the Company & Seniors age 
group, was very encouraging.  Creative  
competitions were held for Anchors and  

Juniors.  A set of four Bible verses was  
selected for the Anchor Colouring  
Competition to focus on the reassuring  
promises of God and His love and comfort 
for us all.  The focus for the Juniors’ creativity 
was the Anchor as a symbol of hope in  
uncertain times.  Entries were completed at 
home, photographed and uploaded for  
judging.  FIFA and Fantasy Football  
competitions were run for Company &  
Seniors; ideally suited to BB at Home of 
course!  Thank you to all our judges and to 
the parents and carers who assisted with 
recordings or photographs and uploading 
entries.  

Section ‘Conversations Around’ sessions were 
held on Zoom with various BB Leaders  
sharing activities and resources; it was a fun 
and encouraging time with great feedback.  
We now step forward in faith for 21/22.  The  
emphasis initially will be on Companies 
resuming meetings, hopefully face to face.  
Competitions and activities with large  
numbers attending may still be restricted but 
we are preparing again to meet these  
challenges and provide competitions,  
activities and conferences.   

Sectional 
Chairs Joint 
Report 

Anne Houston,
Chair, Anchor Committee 
Sharon Mackey, 
Chair Junior Section Committee
Stanley Alexander, 
Chair Company Section  
Committee



Snapshots from a different year...

Staff continued to work from home throughout the 20/21 session

Build a Den

Farewell to Jonathan

Scavenger Hunt



Company Zoom Sessions with special guests

Holiday Leadership Training June 2020



Anchors thought creatively on 
God’s Promises...

Research* indicated that young primary children were being more detrimentally 
affected in their emotional well-being than their older peers during lockdown.  
We carefully chose these Bible verses for the Anchors Colouring Competition to 
highlight God’s promises, care and love.  Above are the winning entries in P1 - P4.  
All the entries for both competitions can be viewed on our website on our downloads page.     

The Juniors were tasked 
with making an Anchor, our 
symbol of hope especially in 

uncertain Covid times,  from 
everyday household items.   
Above is the winning entry 

Two separate weeks of prayer took 
place in the session.  We prayed for 
BB as an organisation, for Leaders, 
parents/carers, BB Companies, 
Battalions and our Churches.  We 
prayed for guidance, grace and 
safety as we continued to do BB 
and share the Gospel during covid; 
saturating BB from top to bottom 
in prayer.  We asked for direction 
on our desire to run Mission 2020 
which had to be cancelled due 
to the Covid - 19 Pandemic.  We 
believe this will still happen at the 
right time.  Many met each evening 
on Zoom during those weeks from 
8pm - 8.30pm to bring Boys’ Brigade 
before God and we give thanks for 
those prayers.  

*Oxford University Co-Space Study 
published June 2020



To add to and complement the Brigade BB at Home  
programme we launched a local series of Six in Six  
challenges for all sections for completion at home, featuring 
all aspects of the BB programme.  Challenges were released 
monthly from October 2020 to March 2021.  Our children 
and young people were busy baking, building dens, learning 
fingerspelling, getting active on bikes and running, learning 
Bible memory verses, scavenger hunts, and much more.  Six 
in Six certificates were designed and provided for Companies 
to award to all who took part recognising their efforts  
especially during lockdown.  

We thank our colleagues at Brigade HQ in Felden for all  
their work maintaining the Programme Hub with hundreds 
of programme ideas for BB at Home, Virtual sessions and  
face-to-face activities for all ages.   GET 

INVOLVED
GET 

ACTIVE
GET 

INTO THE BIBLE
GET 

CREATIVE
GET 

LEARNING
GET

ADVENTUROUS



2,600 followers were engaged weekly on Facebook with a total reach of 10,000
60+ NID e news editions were transmitted to over 2,900 subscribers.
4 NID Newsletters were published and delivered to Captains, Officers in Charge and Chaplains

BB Continued...
Despite lockdowns due to the Covid-19 Pandemic and BB companies unable to meet face-to-face for the best part of the 
20/21 session, BB did continue.  We thank all those Leaders who delivered care packs, activity packs, BB at Home materials 
and embraced doing BB nights on Zoom.  Here’s a little flavour of what was designed and delivered at NIHQ to support  
Companies in this work.        

875 were engaged in virtual training sessions on Zoom.  [480 Adults and 395 young people].  

177 entries were received from our children and young people.   
6 NID competitions were designed, promoted and delivered virtually.   

Autism Awareness• Captains’ Training • Holiday Leadership • KGVI Wrap Up from 2019  
Mood Watchers • Where’s your Head At • Youth Leader Training • Building Your Skills, President’s 
Badge • Skills for Queen’s Badge • Queen’s Badge Completion • Conversations Around:  Anchors,  
Juniors, Company Section, Getting Back to BB (x2),  Getting Back to BB with Children & Young People 
with Additional Needs

Anchors Colouring • Anchors Praise • Junior Section Musician of the Year • Juniors Creative  
Company Section Musician of the year • Company Section FIFA and Fantasy League

The figures quoted below cover the period 1 Aug 2020 to 31 May 2021



516  young people achieved advanced awards

DofE Awards at Bronze  Silver and Gold level • DofE Certificates of Achievement 
Presidents Badges • Queen’s Badges including 138 working for Queen’s Badge

Anchors Colouring • Anchors Praise • Junior Section Musician of the Year • Juniors Creative  
Company Section Musician of the year • Company Section FIFA and Fantasy League

‘Over the past week we have been reflecting on the passing of  
His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh.  We are thankful for his  
service and in particular for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.   
The Boys’ Brigade in Northern Ireland has been a partner with the award 
since its formation in 1956.  Today that partnership is as strong as it was 65 
years ago, and we recognise the value the award brings to young people.  
The award transforms young people’s lives by providing them with  
opportunities; to learn new skills, get involved in volunteering,  
getting active and getting outdoors.’  

Reflecting and Celebrating with DofE
Published 21 April 2021 on the death of HRH The Duke of Edinburgh



Ready for Re-Start
The Northern Ireland District of Boys’ 
Brigade successfully secured £50,000 
funding, from the Education Author-
ity in NI, to resource and support BB 
Companies restart youth and children’s 
work, post Covid -19.  The money was 
spent on a BB Kit Bag full of practical 
resources and the ‘Where’s Your Head 
At’ Mental Health Project with Made 
for More.

The bags were delivered pre Christmas, 
packed full of resources to use on a 
Company night for all ages and  
recruitment resources to both attract 
new members and re-engage with  
existing members and get them back to 
BB. The bag has Covid safety posters, 
‘Welcome Back’ postcards, ‘We Miss 
You’ postcards, recruitment posters and 
flyers, badges with ‘Life to the Full’ and 
‘Be Bold and Be Strong’ quotes taken 
from our Brigade Vision, Mission and 
Values, lots of craft materials, and  

programme/activity ideas.  To follow 
soon in this funding stream are  
promotional roller banners for each 
Battalion that can be loaned out to local 
companies and a new Additional Needs 
book, ‘Including Everyone’ containing 
advice and information for  
Leaders on 24 areas 
of additional needs.    
We are currently 
working to secure 
the Autism NI Impact 
Award.  

STRONGER, SAFER 
TOGETHER

boys-brigade.org.uk/ourframework

We are confident in a full return 
to face-to-face BB activities in 
September 2021.  To prepare for 
this please check out the Stronger 
Safer Together framework link 
shown below regularly, to keep 
up to date with the current status 
of BB.  Before returning to BB 
face-to-face you need to be Covid 
ready:  

• Review and understand the 
BB Framework and Guidance.

• Complete the Covid-Ready 
Risk Assessment for each 
section.

• Complete the Company  
Action Log.

• Compete the Local Approval 
process.





MADE FOR MORE
Daniel - Anchor Boys
‘I felt really happy as it was lots of fun. I loved the 
“heads and tails” and “bring me” games. I enjoyed 
seeing all the things the other boys brought back. I 
told Ryan that even though I missed being at school I 
was feeling ok as I could still go outside on walks and 
bike rides with my family. I also have my brother and 
sister to play with.’

Micah - Junior Section
‘Ryan was a nice guy and played some fun games 
with us, like the “higher and lower” card game.  We 
were talking about staying connected with other 
people and about how we all felt during lock-down. 
It was good to see my friends again online.   
Afterwards, we all went onto our Xbox and played 
“Among Us” together. It was one of the best online 
nights at BB’. 

Rhys - Anchor section 
‘Rhys really enjoyed the session with Made for More. 
Ryan who hosted was really interactive with the kids 
and brought Rhys out of his shell by involving him 
and encouraging him throughout. After the session, 
we overheard Rhys saying to his cousin on the phone 
‘isn’t it fun, talking about your feelings.’

STRONGER, SAFER 
TOGETHER



In writing these few words, I have never 
been more grateful for the wisdom of  
Solomon.   It was he who wrote: There is 
a time a for everything, and a season for 
every activity under the heavens.  
(Ecclesiastes 3:1)  During the past twelve 
months, some of our staff felt their time 
with us had come to an end. Jonathan  
Gracey had been our Director for twelve 
years and had overseen much change. 
 
His legacy includes our move to Newport, 
the most efficient filing system known to 
man and his ability to persuade people to 
serve as District President!  We thank  
Jonathan for his service to The Boys’  
Brigade and assure him of our prayers in his 
new role with our friendly rivals. 
 
We also said goodbye to Denise Johnson, 
Jonathan’s PA, who had become a  
familiar face around Newport. Denise was 
well known to trustees and to everyone else 
who came through the door. Again, I want 
to thank Denise for her service and wish her 
every blessing for the future. 
 

It has also been a season of welcoming new 
faces to the Northern Ireland District of The 
Boys’ Brigade.   Lisa Keys, our new Director, 
has certainly hit the ground running,  
overseeing restructuring on behalf of  
trustees. 

In addition to their responsibilities for  
training and communications, David  
Penney and Alison Irvine became  
Engagement Officers. We were delighted 
when Belfast Battalion deployed Paul  
McCarroll two days a week as an  
Engagement Officer and welcome him to 
the team. 
 
Wendy Campbell and Deborah Pierce took 
on Engagement Assistant roles to maximise 
our support for every Company. We thank 
God for the staff team we are blessed with 
and encourage you to pray for them in their 
service for The Boys’ Brigade. 
 
David Blevins 
NI District President 

There is a 
Time For 
Everything!  
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