
 

 
March 2020 – Project Update     
 
It is remarkable how much can change in such a short period of time. Our March project update is 
reaching you in a period of uncertainty. It is at times like this, however, that we can be more certain than 
ever that our partnership with our wider Church family, including the Church of Scotland Guild, brings a 
feeling of belonging, hope and steadfastness.  
 
281 Guild talks have either taken place or are booked in for The Boys’ Brigade. It has been a privilege to 
speak to Guild members about the progress The Boys’ Brigade is making today. Similarly, we are delighted 
to provide this update which highlights some of the successes of our partnership so far. 
 

An important focus of our partnership is to support volunteer leaders in faith 
development, equipping them to share and explore Christian faith confidently with 
young people. Since our last update, we have been working hard to achieve this aim.  
 
A day-long workshop was held in East Kilbride this month to provide support, skills 

and knowledge to empower our volunteer leaders to make positive change at a local level. The day focused 
on leadership, values, sharing The Boys’ Brigade’s story and ensuring that we provide young people with a 
high-quality experience as they learn about faith whilst developing new skills through their involvement 
with The Boys’ Brigade. 
 
A partnership has been formed with Alpha Scotland and we are working together to improve the way that 
we encourage young people to explore Christian faith. Their tools, resources and support have been shared 
with our membership in Scotland, and we look forward to working closely with Alpha as we move through 
2020. 
 
“I think The Boys’ Brigade is vital in helping to grow faith within young people. Even in Anchor Boys (the 
youngest age section), listening to Bible stories helps to build a foundation. I personally found that The Boys’ 
Brigade gave me a platform to ask questions I wasn’t comfortable asking elsewhere, and it let me explore 
my faith in a way more suited to me.” - Alex McLean, 19, 5th Hamilton 
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 We know there are opportunities to work more effectively with partners, 
including the Guild, which will be of mutual benefit to the young people we work 
with and our partners. We have been developing those partnerships and have 
enjoyed seeing the benefits that they bring to young people. 
 

An exciting event is planned for February – Youth Voice 2020. This event is designed to equip and to 
empower young leaders to shape the future of The Boys’ Brigade in Scotland. The event is being designed 
and led by young people and has three main aims: 
 
LEARN - we will update young leaders on The Boys’ Brigade’s main communication focuses in 2020, with a 
specific focus on Vision, Mission and Values. 
GROW - we will provide communications training for those attending and have a brilliant public speaking 
trainer booked for the event. 
DISCOVER - we will launch an exciting competition which will allow young leaders to bring their own ideas 
for developing a new promotional campaign for The Boys’ Brigade. 
 
To summarise, this event gives the leaders of the future the opportunity to increase their skills and to 
discover how they can improve The Boys’ Brigade for future years. 
 
We have also created a new set of Boys’ Brigade posters, which we will be sharing with Companies across 
Scotland in the coming weeks. 
 

Young people are at the heart of everything that The Boys’ Brigade does. As an 
organisation, we embrace new challenges because each year we see the incredible 
difference that The Boys’ Brigade makes on the lives of so many young people.  
 
We have run new training courses at Carronvale House, Scotland’s headquarters, 

for young people. The two new courses, Creative Media and Young STEM Leader (an SCQF Level 6 course), 
were well received by the young people who attended the courses, and we are looking forward to their 
continuation in 2020. 
 
Our two Development Officers in Scotland continue to provide local Companies with support that is tailored 
to their needs. This support has resulted in an increased number of young people becoming involved in The 
Boys’ Brigade in those areas, which is fantastic for local groups and the churches they are a part of. We 
have recently recruited a new Development Worker to increase youth participation in central Scotland, and 
we look forward to welcoming them to our staff team in February. 
 
The Guild’s support has allowed The Boys’ Brigade to launch a mini-grants scheme, and Companies can 
apply to the scheme to support their work with young people. As we move through 2020, we are excited 
to provide you with further updates on the impact that the Guild has had by allowing us to launch this new 
area of work. 

Companions on the road… 
If you would like to arrange a presentation for 2019/20 or 2020/21 or if you have any questions about 
the project, please get in touch with us by emailing guild@boys-brigade.org.uk , calling 01324 562008 
(option 1), or by writing to The Boys’ Brigade, Carronvale House, Carronvale Road , Larbert FK5 3LH    
 
You can also go online and visit https://boys-brigade.org.uk/scotland/guildpartnership/  
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