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FAITH IN YOUNG PEOPLE



WELCOME

FAITH IN YOUNG PEOPLE
Today, The Boys’ Brigade and the church face the 
same challenge of being more visible in our outreach 
and engagement with the wider community.  
 
The BB has a unique role to play as a mission partner for the 
church in Scotland.  For many churches the BB provides a bridge 
into communities that they otherwise might find difficult to access, 
providing opportunities to engage young people and also their 
families.  

Our new partnership with the Guild focuses on growing The Boys’ 
Brigade across Scotland. We think this is particularly fitting to 
launch this during 2018, Scotland’s Year of Young People. 
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THE BOYS’ BRIGADE
The Boys’ Brigade (BB) is a volunteer-led youth organisation, which provides youth work to 
the Christian church. Founded by Sir William Smith in Glasgow in 1883, we provide a space 
and place where children and young people can learn, grow and discover.  
 
We are committed to ensuring lives are enriched by supporting children and young people reach their full potential 
by providing opportunities to meet together and engage in a range of fun and developmental activities and 
experiences. Our programme is linked to our own award schemes, and many of our groups also participate in the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s award scheme. 

Through involvement with the BB, children and young people develop vital soft skills, such as confidence and 
resilience; they also have the opportunity to make friends, take responsibility and are encouraged to make a real 
difference in their communities. Importantly, young people also have an opportunity to explore the Christian faith 
through our age-related programmes.

These three strands fit very well with the Guild’s strategy for 2018 – 2021 and the focus on “One journey, many roads.”



“I want even more young 
people to get involved in 
The Boys’ Brigade because 
it really changes lives.” 

Robbie McColl, 17, 5th Livingston

MAKING THIS A REALITY 
Our ambition for growth will focus on the number of young 
people we engage, the quality of the experience we offer, 
the support we provide to our volunteer leaders, and also 
how we engage with partners across Scotland. 

Growth in Faith 

We want to support our volunteer 
leaders in faith development, 
equipping them to share and 
explore Christian faith confidently 
with young people. We would like 
to do this through:

• Staff support for development of 
resources, tools and training for 
sharing Christian faith 

• Training courses for our volunteer 
leaders 

• New resources produced to 
support leaders and online library 
of resources

“I think the BB is vital in 
helping to grow faith within 
young people. Even for Anchor 
Boys, listening to Bible stories 
helps to build a foundation. I 
personally found that the BB 
gave me a platform to ask 
questions I wasn’t comfortable 
asking elsewhere, and let me 
explore my faith in a way more 
suited to me.”

Alex McLean, 19, 5th Hamilton 

Growth in Community 
Partnerships/Engagement 

We know that there are 
opportunities to work more 
effectively with partners, including 
the Guild, that will be of mutual 
benefit to the young people we 
work with and our partners. With 
the support of the Guild we would 
like to introduce a new community 
engagement and partnership 
strategy. 

• Promoting the voice of young 
people nationally (e.g. through 
Scottish Parliament) and locally 

• Increasing profile of the Brigade 
within the church, the Guild and 
across local communities 

• Inter-generational collaboration 
between the BB and the Guild

Growth in Young People

We have faith in young people 
having the opportunity to learn, 
grow and discover a range of 
skills, abilities and attributes, 
including soft skills like confidence, 
resilience and leadership, that are 
transferable into life, work and 
learning. 

With the support from the Guild, 
we would like to see the Brigade 
membership increase across 
Scotland by 2021 by: 

• Partnering with local churches 
to grow the number of adult 
volunteer leaders through 
our training programmes and 
succession planning 

• Development staff being 
available to work alongside BB 
groups supporting them to grow 
their activities and capacity

• Mini-grants to support growth

“It is rewarding to feel part of a 
wider team, where you learn from 
other people’s experiences and 
see what a quality programme we 
offer through The Boys Brigade.
Engaging with the wider 
community has provided a 
network of contacts and offers 
mutual benefits in various 
activities - including recruitment, 
organisation profile, fundraising, 
and access to skills.”

Jim Glen, Captain of 1st Barrhead

“The B.B. has given me so 
much in terms of opportunities, 
friendships and skills, and I 
am keen to ensure the next 
generation receives the same.”

Kalesha Mayne, 22, 8th Paisley 



GET IN TOUCH 

The Boys’ Brigade in Scotland 
would welcome the opportunity to 
share more about our work and our 
ambitions.  
 
To book a guest speaker, please call 
01324 562008 or email  
guild@boys-brigade.org.uk

Across Scotland, The BB has 

1500+ 
sections meeting in

WHY DOES THIS MATTER  
FOR THE CHURCH?
We are excited about this partnership with the Guild, 
but we recognise the huge potential that this has – not 
only for The Boys’ Brigade, but also the wider Mission 
of the church:   

• Building capacity and sustainability into the BB and the church 
that will maintain our work with children and young people for the 
foreseeable future 

• Working in partnership with churches to encourage the 
development of a personal Christian faith for both leaders and 
young people 

• Establishing the BB in Scotland as a national “voice” for young 
people reflecting the concerns and aspirations of its members 

• Developing partnerships with the local church, the Guild and 
community groups, to develop intergenerational relationships and 
closer links with the wider community

and in total carried out over 

80,000  

THE BOYS’ BRIGADE IN NUMBERS

390  
churches – and active in almost  

every Church of Scotland Presbytery 

“Being Boys’ Brigade Chaplain for UK & ROI brought me 
endless excitement. Where else could I have seen such regular 
opportunities to share with boys and girls the good news of the 
love of God? Where else could I have seen these opportunities 
seized with such imagination? Where else could I have seen so 
many young people having fun, being challenged and being 
cared for? It is easy to be very proud of The Boys’ Brigade.”

Very Rev Dr Andrew McLellan CBE, Former Moderator of the 
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland

In 2017, over

400
young people achieved their 
Queen’s Badge, the Brigade’s 
highest youth award

FAITH IN YOUNG PEOPLE

hours of youth volunteering  
in their communities

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT US
Visit our website http://boys-brigade.org.uk/scotland/
Email us scottishhq@boys-brigade.org.uk

Follow or like us on 
social media

/thebbscotland

@thebbscotland

the_bb_scotland
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